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Joy to, and care for, the world!
10 green Christmas gif ts
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‘Donation

, Pick a cause your loved
3% one cares about — the
By KATIESCOTT environment, social justice,
Catholic Herald Staff Writer , life issues — and make a )

donation in his or her name. ’
Costume box KL

Fill an old suitcase or decorate
box with cast-off clothes from
your closet — adding funky
 hats, wigs or other accessories
rom a thrift store — to create
dress-up outfits.

For grandchildren or older childre
wrap a special item — a doll you'v
kept from your childhood or an
heirloom jewelry box — with its
story in a handwritten message.
he note gives them a piece of
your history to cherish.

Ah, the Christmas list. We want to give
thoughtfully, generously and from the
heart to the people who fill ours. But
the task can be daunting, the money
insufficient and the ideas sparse.

For gift-giving inspiration, why not
look to the spirit of St. Francis and
“Laudato Si’”"(“May You Be Praised”),
the encyclical penned by the pontiff who
adopted the name of the nature-loving

Date night

friar? e Give frazzled moms
Published earlier this year, the work s /‘ and dads a night off by

challenges the faithful and non-believ- 2L & : babysitting and/or buying

ers alike to consider the destruction we e them a restaurant

have inflicted on the environment g gift card.
and our fellow humans, espe- '
cially the most vulnerable,
and to meditate upon the
beauty of creation.

“St. Francis, faithful to
Scripture, invites us to
see nature as a magnifi-
centbookinwhich God
speaks to us and grants
us a glimpse of His in-
finite beauty and good-
ness,” writes Pope Francis.

One way to “care for our
common home” (the subtitle >3 7
of the pope’s document) is to give = 5 "1 57 //// //
“areen” gifts — items or experiences that? AV ﬂ/’ /
have a small ecological footprint. 7

“A person who could afford to spend
and consume more but regularly uses less
... shows the kind of convictions and at-
titudes which help to protect the en-
vironment,” Pope Franciswritesin

Explorer kit

Peruse Craigslist or eBay for a mi
scope and slides, binoculars, ma
and magnifying glasses for a ki
explorer or young scientist kit.
ound thrift stores and your house
her creative additions, such as a
s or old leather-bound journal.
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“Laudato Si"”" He also says that Coupon book | Catholic Relief Services Fair Trade, througha
reusing something instead h partnership with the nonprofit Serrv, offers a
of immediately discarding Compile a booklet filled with Local veggles variety of gifts at bit.ly/Serrv. Your purchase
it, “when done for the right acts of service for your husband Community supported agricult helps farmers and artisans improve their lives
refa:o}rlls, canbeanactoflove or.Wlfe. Some K.j.eis.: Il make rings members seasonal vegetz through sustainable trading systems. CRS
‘(’1"_ 1EyEXPICSSES OUT OWIL dinner tonight”“I1lfold the or dairy items from local farme also partners with Ten Thousand Villages fair
LI laundry"; “Sleep in this morning, ind a CSA for the foodie on you trade stores. Find a store near you

With the pope’s words in I've got the kids and breakfast
mind, here are some giftideas covered”

for loved ones young and old.

g0 to bit.ly/CSA_christmas. at bit.ly/VillagesStores.

Scott can be reached at kscott@catholic-
herald.com or on Twitter @KScottACH.




