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Through the life of Archbishop Raymond G. Hunthausen, the fascinating story of a 
critical turning point for the American Catholic Church. 

“Archbishop Hunthausen’s story is one of prophetic holiness, told beautifully by 
John McCoy. If Rome and Washington had listened to this man of peace, how 
different our world would be.” 

—Jim Douglass, author, JFK and the Unspeakable

“Raymond Hunthausen was a person of unassailable integrity and a bishop of 
bold, pastoral witness. Unfortunately he paid for those qualities during a papacy 
that demanded, instead, quiescent conformity and took its cues from the most 
extreme corners of the Catholic community.”

 —Tom Roberts, editor at large, National Catholic Reporter

Archbishop Raymond G. Hunthausen, archbishop of Seattle from 1975-1991, was 
the quintessential “Vatican II bishop.” Embracing the spirit of renewal, he was 
famous for reaching out to the laity, women, and those on the margins. A courageous 
witness for peace, he earned national attention when he became the first American 
bishop to urge tax resistance as a protest against preparations for nuclear war. 
In doing so, he ran against the Cold War policies of the Reagan Administration. 
But he also came into conflict with desires in the Vatican to reshape the America 
episcopacy. This fascinating biography not only recounts a critical turning point for 
the American Catholic church; it rekindles the vision of a more inclusive, prophetic, 
and compassionate church as “people of God.” 

John A. McCoy first followed this story as a reporter for the Seattle Post-
Intelligencer. A reporter, editor, and journalism professor, he has headed the 
communications departments of the Catholic Archdiocese of Seattle and World 
Vision International. Currently, he teaches writing at the University of Washington, 
Tacoma, and does consulting in communications. 
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