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“As service becomes more and more part of the air we breathe in every educational 
institution in the land, Stephen Pope’s fine book will become required reading. Not 
only is the reader given living examples of how to stand in solidarity with those on 
the margins, it also helps to refine our sense of what we are doing in service and 
how it calls us to the kinship for which God always longs.”  —GREGORY J. BOYLE, SJ  

author, Tattoos on the Heart: The Power of Boundless Compassion

“A rich exploration of themes that can be discerned in lives devoted to Christian ser-
vice, including compassion, solidarity, hospitality, advocacy, stewardship, and witness.  
Stephen Pope draws upon familiar exemplars (Dorothy Day, Martin Luther King, 
Oscar Romero, Mother Teresa, and others) but also lifts up the moving stories of lesser 
known but equally inspiring people like Dorothy Stang and Pierre Claverie.”         
 —JOHN NEAFSEY, author,  A Sacred Voice Is Calling: Personal Vocation and Social Conscience

“A Step along the Way is a welcome exploration of models of service and will serve 
as a much-needed resource for all those aspiring to work with the most vulnerable 
of our times.”          —PETER BALLEIS, SJ, International Director, Jesuit Refugee Service 

“Full of engaging moral exemplars who awaken our imaginations and focus our 
desires on a life more passionately lived for the sake of God and neighbor.  Pope 
creates a capacious, compelling, and extremely concrete vision of virtue and the 
Christian moral life that enables readers to believe, to act, and to better understand.”  
                                                                            —LISA SOWLE CAHILL, Boston College
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STEPHEN J.  POPE  is a professor in the Theology Department of Boston College. 
He is the author of several books, including The Evolution of Altruism and the 
Ordering of Love and Human Evolution, and Christian Ethics. 
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