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Two friends, one a Christian theologian, the other a Buddhist-Christian 
theologian, explore how a conversation between Christians and Buddhists 
can clarify and support a spirituality that is experientially real (mystical) as 
well as socially engaged (prophetic). 

“Paul Knitter and Roger Haight engage in dialogue exploring the core 
message of Jesus and Buddha, shedding fresh light on Buddhist and Chris-
tian approaches to the human condition, ultimate reality, the possibility of 
‘religious double belonging,’ and other vital themes.”

—Ruben L.F. Habito, author, Zen and the Spiritual Exercises

“Would that every interreligious dialogue were carried out in this way: 
theologically brilliant, honest in stating differences, generous in seeking a 
common ground, and spiritually engaged! Jesus & Buddha opens a new 
path to being religious interreligiously, an urgent imperative to achieve 
justice and peace in our world.”         —Peter Phan, Georgetown University 

“A great strength of this book comes in moments when each author points 
out something that is less developed or less emphasized in the other’s 
Christian or Buddhist worldview.  At those moments we get a glimpse of 
true inter-religious learning.”                  —John Makransky, Boston College     

Paul Knitter is professor emeritus of Union Theological Seminary in New 
York. He is the author of numerous books, including One Earth Many 
Religions: Multifaith Dialogue and Global Responsibility, Jesus and the 
Other Names: Christian Mission and Global Responsibility, Introducing 
Theologies of Religion, and Without Buddha I Could Not Be a Christian.

Roger Haight, a Jesuit priest, is Scholar in Residence at Union Theologi-
cal Seminary, New York. A former president of the Catholic Theological 
Society of America, he has written many books, including Jesus Symbol of 
God, Dynamics of Theology, Christian Spirituality for Seekers, and Spiritu-
ality Seeking Theology.
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